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Of Ammunition

IN
STOCK
NOW

Wheeler’s Guns & Ammo
160 5th St. Elkins, WV 681-298-5070

HUGE SELECTION

YOUTH GUNS <
22 or .22 Magnum

Rascal

Over 800 Guns In Stock
Open 8am to 3pm M-F Rifles ¢ Pistols * Shotguns

Sat. 8am to 1pm criCkett

Closed Wed & Sun Brian Wheeler Owner
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Cover Photo
Angler Michael John Drake
caught a 69.45-pound blue cat-
fish on December 8, breaking
the state’s weight record for this

species. He released the fish.
The largest blue catfish ever
caught weighed an astonishing
143 pounds! It was reeled in by
Richard Nicholas Anderson in
2011 at Kerr Lake. Look for
more state records to be broken
in West Virginia for blue catfish.

FREE ONLINE www.wvasportsman.net
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2023 Gun Season Buck Harvest

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
Preliminary data collected
from the electronic game check-
ing system indicated that deer
hunters in West Virginia harvest-
ed 45,155 antlered deer during
the two-week firearm season from
Nov. 20 through Dec. 3, the West
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources (WVDNR) announced
today.

The 2023 harvest was 7.5 percent
below the 2022 harvest, which to-
taled 48,810 bucks.

“The harvest during the 2023 tra-
ditional buck firearm season was
expected to be lower than that of
2022, said Paul Johansen, chief
of the Wildlife Resources Sec-

Michael Jamison brought in a
huge Braxton County buck.

COOPER’S

CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 45th Year!

304-227-4219

tion. “Average hard mast indices
paired with bad weather during
the opening few days of the buck
firearms season probably hin-
dered the success of many hunters
this season. All areas of the state
registered an average decrease of
11 percent; with the exception of
the southeastern areas that had an
increase of 19 percent from the
2022 harvest.”

The top 10 counties for the 2023
buck harvest were Greenbrier
(1,892), Randolph (1,604), Pres-
ton (1,413), Pendleton (1,413),
Monroe (1,396), Braxton (1,394),

continue to the next page

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVCE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
CROSSBOWS

.excauser Chelyan, WV
*10 POINT 304,595.2699

*KILLER
INSTINCT
*RAVIN

Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm
Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

Roger Maynard, from Lenore, used a bow to get this Mingo black bear.
It wasn’t weighed officially but it had to be well over 400 pounds.

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

Specialized
Business
Insurance

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com
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1-77 N . Exit 138 - RT 62 S - 304-372-1323

Visit us online for more details - meyersrvsuperstores.com
1350 Ripley Rd., Ripley, WV 25271

,Hardy (1,329),Kanawha (1,242),
Pocahontas (1,236) and Fayette
(1,226).

WVDNR reminds hunters that
several days of deer hunting op-
portunity remain for 2023, includ-
ing the remainder of the archery
and crossbow season, which runs
through Dec. 31. Muzzleloader

deer season is open from Dec. 11-
17.

The Youth, Class Q/QQ and
Class XS deer season for antler-
less deer will be open Dec. 26-27
in any county with a firearms deer
season. This will be followed by
the reopening of Class N/NN ant-
lerless deer season Dec. 28-31 in

specified counties or portions of
counties. See the 2023-24 Hunt-
ing and Trapping Regulations
Summary or visit WVdnr.gov for
county and area listings.

Hunting, trapping and fishing
licenses and stamps for the 2024
seasons are now on sale. Learn
more at WVdnr.gov.

Jason Spurlock arrowed a huge
Logan County whitetail buck.

Young Luke Bee, from Smith-
ville, harvested a wide rack buck.

Doors open at 3:30 PM

(Deer meats, Bear, Squirrel,
Quail, Groundhog, Coon,
Beaver, Alligator, Boar,
Rabbit, Turtle Soup & more)

Tickets Available
NOW At The Church

SPORTSMANS EXPO

February 3, 2024 $15 Donation

Fairlawn Baptist Church
215 Fairlawn Drive

PARKERSBURG, WV 26101
MORE INFO: 304-863-6782

2 7 Vendors, Dinner, Wild Game Tasting, Break-

Out Sessions, Outdoors Speaker, Indoor Turkey

Shoot with $10 bill prizes, 6 Grand Prizes and ~
30 other prizes!

Tony Bolton @ 7:00PM - 6 Grand Prizes: 40 Gun Safe, 410
Shotgun, Crossbow, Handheld Generator, Lakeview Cabin,

Blackstone Grill +
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304-269-6330

B&B PAWN SHOP

HUNDREDS

OF GUNS
STOCKED

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

PAWN - BUY
SELL - TRADE

e Musical Instruments
¢ Furniture
e Glassware
¢ Electronics

WE BUY ESTATES
13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET
ALUM BRIDGE, WV

WYV DNR And The Girl Scouts Partnership

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Gov.
Jim Justice today announced a
partnership between The West
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources and the Black Diamond
Council of the Girls Scouts of
America to allow scouts to utilize
state parks for activities while
contributing to conservation ser-
vice projects.

Gov. Justice signed the MOU at
his regularly scheduled Adminis-
tration Update Briefing today.

Under the terms of the memo-
randum of understanding, scouts
from the Black Diamond Coun-
cil will be able to camp for free
at various parks as long as the

Ben Lusk hunted with a bow in
Wyoming Co. for a nice 10 point.

requested facility is available for
use on the requested date and its
use will not interfere with other
groups or scheduled activities at
the park. Recreational activities
may also be provided at a reduced
or negotiated rate, depending on
volume, availability, operational
hours and the time of year.

“I’m thrilled to continue to create

partnerships with incredible orga-
nizations like the Girls Scouts of
America and encourage the youth
of our state to enjoy and con-
serve West Virginia’s natural re-
sources,” Gov. Justice said. “This
agreement will not only provide
scouts with access to our beautiful
state parks, but help foster a sense

continue to page 8

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles « UTV « ATV
Service & Sales

US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

WWW.SUper smittys.com
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Brought to you Iocally by

Cody, Wyoming Spencer, WV

The Area’s Newest Full-Line Pro Stocking Dealer

« HUSKEMAW Optics * Shooting Accessories

* Long-Range Rifle Systems

Eliminate the guess—Make your shots accurate and ethical.
Visit our store and let us show you these products.

1-6x24 3-12x42 4-16x42 5-20x50 5-30x56
$1,149°° $999% $1,199% $1,499% $2,4999%
Tactical / DGR / Long-Range Rifles / Muzzleloaders / Shotguns L[/:Er
The most advanced ballistic-compensating scopes available. WARR A IME

Equipped with Rapid Field ballistic compensator and wind-compensating reticle.

Long-Range Rifle Systems IN STOCK

Rifles - Handguns * Shotguns * Optics * Reloading * Supplies « Cleaning Supplies
Brands Include: Savage * Ruger - Weatherby * Jiminez
Browning - Sig-Sauer - H&K - Keltec - Colt

View packages and details at www.longrangestore.com

Stop by... Shoulder a rifle... Look through a scope... Ask Questions...
WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

686 Arnoldsburg Rd.
SPENCER, WV

Rt. 33 East - Located inside Farmer’s Friend

304-519-2510 Business * 304-588-4350 cell
Winter Hours: Mon- Fri 10am to 5:30pm - Sat 10am to 4pm

www.triggertimellc.com Find Us On Facebook Trigger Time LLC
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Snacks/Beverages

Prepared Food
www.bur nsvilledock.com

ronreoN  Burwsoille Deoelks

LARGE

TACKLE
CLOSED | pl=uSeapiel\
304-853-2822 | |°LOSE

LIVE BAIT REOPEN| Lots Of Jigs

April 15| ACC Rods

Gasoline - Marine Supplies Zoom & More
Bass Fishing Tackle Rods & Reels
Catfishing Supplies Yamamoto & More

of responsibility towards our nat-
ural environment while offering
enriching experiences.”

Before starting a service project,
scouting units will be required to
complete volunteer agreements
and obtain project approva from
the WVDNR's West Virginia
State Parks section. State Parks
personnel may aso provide ed-
ucational programming, such as
merit badge classes and counsel-
ing, to visiting scouts subject to
the availability of parks person-
nel, scheduled events, operations
and availability of facilities or ac-
tivities.

“We are excited to partner with
the Black Diamond Council and

leadership potential of these tru- hope the time they spend in our
ly incredible kids,” WVDNR Di- incredible state parks will trans-
rector Brett McMillion said. “We continue to page 10

Gage Ketterman got an 11 point Coner Vohwinkle got her 13 point

buck. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun- in Monongalia County. Photo cour-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins. tesy of Hardcore Huntersin Grafton.

Located In Ravenswood, WV - Order Online
eMail:

sales@bosgunshop.com

. [90SUNSNOP.COM
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Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You
www.doddsports.com

IPISTOLS & RIFLES|

 BUY
e SELL

11-6 Mon-Fri
11-5 Sat

* TRADE

* AMMO

* CLOTHING

* HANDGUNS

* DEER BLINDS
* CUTLERY

* SCOPES

* HUNTING

* BOATING

* SAFES

* FISHING

* RELOADING
* ARCHERY

* HANDGUNS
* LONG GUNS
* POWDER

* OPTICS

Weatherby ¢ Christensen Arms
Ruger * Remington ¢ Browning
Winchester ¢ Glock * Taurus
Thompson Center ° Springfield
And MUCH MORE!

|RELOADING|

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg
And Clarksburg

|RODS-REELS |

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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late into a lifelong love for West
Virginia and an ongoing positive
impact on the scouts, our state
parks and the community as a
whole.”

The Girl Scouts of America’s
Black Diamond Council is head-
quartered in Charleston and
serves more than 5,000 girls, help-
ing them develop their academ-
ic skills, self-confidence, ethics,
leadership skills and citizenship
skills through outdoor activities.

This new agreement is one of
several public-private partner-
ships forged during the Justice
Administration to promote envi-
ronmental stewardship, outdoor
education and community en-
gagement. In July, the WVDNR
signed a similar agreement with
the Buckskin Council of the Boy
Scouts of America. Other partner-
ships include hunting trips, trout
stocking and stream improvement
projects with the Mountaineer
Challenge Academy.

To learn more about the Black
Diamond Council and scouting
opportunities in West Virginia,
visit bdgsc.org. For more infor-
mation about West Virginia’s
State Parks, visit WVstateparks.
com.

Hayden Jenks harvested his great
10 point in Wood County.

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY « SELL
TRADE » PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

OLD & NEW SPORTS

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK

IRAPPINGISURREIES;

GUINS
JAVIVIO;

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT

M-S 9am to 5pm Sun 12 - 5PM

Rods - Reels & Tackle For:
Bass * Musky - Crappie
Trout - Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Jesse Masters went to Tyler Co.

Kara Snyder bagged a 417 pound

for a 10 pt. Photo courtesy of Tyler black bear. Photo courtesy of Middle

Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.

Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Over 48 Years

In Business

STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires

Groceries - Hardwarﬁ
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Smallmouth Tactics

Smallmouth bass are one of the
most sought-after fish species in
the United States. According, to
the Smithsonian Institute, small-
mouth bass are present in 43 states
in the United States (Smithsonian
Environmental Research Center
2023). They are known for their
magnificent color patterns and
tenacious fight they put up when
caught. The current world record
smallmouth bass was caught by
David Hayes at Dale Hollow
Lake and weighed 11lbs 15 oz.
The length record in West Virgin-
ia is 25.5 inches. It was caught in
the New River by Franklin Elliot.
The weight record in West Virgin-
ia was caught by David Lindsay in
the South Branch of the Potomac

Eli Ward landed some big spotted
bass at Sutton Lake in the fall.

S. Miller landed a huge hybrid
striped bass from the Ohio River.

By James Hively
River which weighed a whopping
9.751bs (WVDNR 2023). In small
rivers and creeks, the population
of trophy smallmouth can be lim-
ited but still provide excellent op-
portunities for anglers that do not
have a boat or a kayak. Howev-
er, investment in a kayak can in-
crease the places you can fish for
“bronze backs.” To get your hands
on a 20-inch smallmouth bass in
West Virginia, you will need to
acquire the skills to increase your
chances of landing one.
Equipment
To catch smallmouth in small
streams or creeks I recommend
that you use a 6 foot 6 or 7-foot
medium action rod with a fast
tip. You could even go smaller
using a 6-foot or 6-foot 4 rod.

Intersection of

ROCK Rt. 4 & 20

CAVE Rock Cave, WV
IGA 304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snacks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

www.rockcave.iga.com

Some of my favorite rods for this
type of fishing include St Croix,
Lew’s, G-Loomis, etc. However,
you do not have to spend a ton
of money when going out and
catching creek “smallies.” Reels
in my arsenal include a Daiwa
BG, Shimano Stradic Ci4, and a
Pflueger President. When start-

continue to the next page

LIVIE
BAIT

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.
GUNS NEWARK, WV
In Stock 304-275-4619
Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5am-8 pm Fr
Showroom 8 am-8 pm Sat

* Hunting Supplies*s Ammo
e Camo Clothing « Muzzleloader s
* Beverages s Gasoline Musky Lures
* Food ¢ Live Bait *« Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle » Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette

Closed Sunday
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics * Tools * Archery + And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296) NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

www.carlspawnshop.com

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

(304) 428-7298

ing to smallmouth fish anglers
should do fine with an inexpen-
sive combo, especially because it
is inevitable it will be dinged on
rocks and enveloped with sand,
because of this I usually leave my
Shimano Stradic at the house and
use a Lew’s Rod with a Pflueger

Austin Weis brought in a Raleigh
County archery buck.

President spinning reel. When
targeting creek “smallies” I use 8
to 10 pound P line fluorocarbon
to throw lighter lures that small-
mouth tend to gobble up. I usual-
ly use spinning gear exclusively
when wading or kayaking for the
“brown fish.” The lighter line and

Adam Maltempis got a quality

Raleigh County bow buck.
Jan/Feb 2024 ~ Page 12

spinning gear will enable you to
throw effective lures that will ulti-
mately be crushed if tossed to the
right places.
Go-To Lures

Inevitably, if you ask 100 differ-
ent anglers what lures to use on
smallies you might get 100 differ-
ent answers. Before we proceed
to what lures I recommend when
targeting these fish, it is import-
ant to know I have zero sponsor-
ship, I use what works. We will
go over four different lure choices
that I have found to be productive
day in and day out. The first lure
I start with is a 4-inch stick bait
in green pumpkin. My favorite
is a YUM Dinger. Why a YUM
Dinger and not something like a
Yamamoto Senko? Price. YUM
Dingers sell around $3.50 com-

continue to page 14
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50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH « MISSION ¢ PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

Harold Cogar, Owner

pared to Yamamoto Senko that
can be up to around $8.00. When
using this lure, you simply cast it,
let it sink to the bottom, raise your
rod to hop it off the bottom and let
it sink again. The fish will usual-
ly bite on the fall. It is important
to watch your line for any signs a
fish has hit it because anglers will
not always feel the strike. Usual-
ly, your line will just “take off” in
the water, that is when you crank

down and set the hook. I usually
Texas rig the YUM Dinger with a
3/0 offset worm hook round bend
made by Gamakatsu with a 1/16
oz Eagle Claw Pro Series worm
weight.

Secondly, another effective lure
to catch a bronze back is the Nikko
Hellgrammite. This lure is a little
on the pricey side, however, with
the elasticity of the plastic I found
it to be good for catching 20-30

BUNITSS Carrveut

www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information

LIVE BAIT

GAMEJCHECKS

UNEISRA HICENSE

* Worms - Minnows
* Fishing Tackle
* Hunting Equipment
* Beverages - Beer
* Food - Concessions

- CAMPGROUND

Glunis
LA

INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53
484 LITTLE KANAWHA PKWY

ELIZABETH, WV
304-275-4444

Burnsfamilystore@gmail.com

Mon-Sat Sam to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

Wimmnews

Case Knives

Tackle

Shiners
E\VERBAT
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fish before it tears up. I work
the Nikko Hellgrammite like the
YUM Dinger. Similarly, you need
to be a line watcher for this lure to
detect bites. In my experience, the
natural color Texas rigged with a
1/0 Gamakatsu worm hook round
bend and a 1/16 oz Eagle Claw
Pro Series worm weight is my go-
to. I tend to Texas rig soft baits
that are worked slowly to avoid
snags.

When throwing moving baits, |
gravitate towards a 3-inch Kei-
tech Easy Shiner swimbait. These
lures can be effective when the
bass are out chasing baitfish. Kei-
tech has a plethora of colors to
choose from but in my tackle box
I carry the following: Smallmouth
Magic, Green Pumpkin Char-

continue to the next page

Phillip Hedrick has a dandy 10

point. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.



reuse, Green Pumpkin, Alewife,
and French Pearl. These baits are
rigged on a 1/8 oz Revenge Dart-
er jig head (discontinued) but can
easily be paired with a Keitech jig
head that are available on their
website. When fishing this lure, I
usually use a straight retrieve. It is
an effective strategy to let it sink
to the bottom before you start the
retrieve.

Lastly, a lure that is often over-
looked is the tube style bait. My
brother and father have been fish-
ing tubes their whole life. We still
have numerous packs of Cabin
Creek Baits who have recently
been bought out by Georgia Lure
Company. Although Georgia Lure
Company does not offer tube
baits on their website at the time
of this writing there are several
companies such as Strike King,
Berkely, Get Bit Baits, etc. that
offer these lures. One company I
do not have experience with but
will try when my family runs out
of Cabin Creek tubes, is the Se-
cret Lures Company Stupid Tube.
This company offers lures and jig
heads that make the tube com-
pletely weedless to avoid snags.
I usually go for green pumpkin

YAMAHA
SUZUKI
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

740-846-0062

www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

Bo Talbert went to Wyoming Co.

for a nice bow buck. Photo courtsy
of Harcore Hunters in Grafton.

or smoke-colored tubes paired
with the infamous Oldham’s jig
heads that come from Texas. Fish-
ing a tube is like fishing a stick
bait. There have been times I’ve
thrown a variety of lures in my ar-
senal and then resort back to the

tube bait and get bit. Tube baits
mimic crawfish that can be found
in most creeks and streams.
Where to Find Creek/Small River
Bronze Backs
In early spring targeting the first
continue to the next page

=

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans
NEW & USED GUNS

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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ARCHERY FOOD PLOT
» Excaliber  Numerous
Striker Seeds
- Bows LIVE BAIT
» Crossbows - Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
-« Corn * More
+ Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton - Scents
- Custom Blends |[ rrsHING TACKLE * Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully
stocked hunting
and fishing store!
Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St.
GUNS Grafton, WV DEER ATTRACTANTS
AMMO 304-265-9278 CORN - FEED

deep hole up a creek that is tribu-
tary to a river can be an effective
strategy for catching smallies.
Fish will come up these creeks
in early spring to spawn enabling
anglers to pick off big fish. Also,
when scouting out a new stream
to wade for smallmouth, I always
look for rocky bottoms in that
body of water. Rocky bottomed
creeks and riverbeds will usually
hold smallmouth, not to mention
they play a big factor determining

if that body of water is wadable
or not. The best approach is to
walk the stream passing through
the shallows to get from hole to
hole. I have caught many small-
mouth bass in two feet of water
so it’s important to cast to every
part of the stream to catch the fish
that are spread throughout. Gen-
erally speaking, the deeper the
hole the more concentrated the
fish are. Fore example. If you see
a rope swing, which are usually

placed over deep holes, it’s more
likely than not there is a fish in
there. As with most bass fishing,
it is important to target structure.
Submerged boulders, trees, rock
piles, and weed lines are all high
percentage areas that should not
be overlooked. Wading for me has
always been a favorite past time.
In the high-tech world of social
media, smart phones, and instant
information, it’s important to re-
connect with nature and experi-
ence the outdoors. Who knows?
You might just hook into that 20-
inch smallmouth!

Rick Farley arrowed a rare double
tine buck in Logan County.

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional

information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

* All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

* Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

* Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

* Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

¢ Accessible cabin available.

« Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

* Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

* Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

* Open 365 days a year

+ Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

« Join the fun this year.
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304.637.0000 3222 BEVERLY PIKE
performancechevywv.com ELK'NS, WV

WEL ME T “Give Our Credit Department
co Y% A Chance. Good Credit. Bad
TRUCK COUNTRY Credit Or No Credit.”

 Areas Largest Selection Of Vehicles
e Huge Inventory Of AWD Vehicles

H113063 - $74,925 H112364 - $26,995 H120980 - $35,215
2024 Chevrolet Tahoe RST 2023 Chevrolet Trailblazer 2024 Chevrolet Equinox LT
H102375 - $24,875 H116335 - $23,495 H145500 - $39,015
2024 Chevrolet Trax LT 2024 Chevrolet Trax LS 2023 Chevrolet Colorado WT
H176780 - $67,965 H337185 - $41,650 H198894 - $74,055
2024 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD 2023 Chevrolet Traverse LT Cloth 2024 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HD LT
H553870- $63,705 H350827 - $55,855 H308900 - $50,240
2023 Chevrolet Suburban LS 2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 CT 2023 Chevrolet Traverse RS

All vehicles subject to prior sale. Sales CANNOT be used in conjunction with another. Rebates and discounts subject to change due to the manufacturer.
All pricing with approved credit on qualifying vehicles. Tax, Tag and Title fees not included. New model pictures for illustration only.

LET PERFORMANCE GIVE YOU A JANUARY TO REMEMBER
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2024 Fall Wild Turkey Results

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
The West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
announced today that hunters har-
vested 981 wild turkeys during
the 2023 Fall Wild Turkey Sea-
son.

Due to the lower brood produc-
tion this year, the 2023 harvest
saw a slight decrease of three
percent over the 2022 harvest of

1,012 birds. However, this season
was one percent above the five-
year average and 12 percent be-
low the 10-year average.

Fall turkey harvest numbers are
influenced by hunter participation
but also depend on the current
year’s brood production and mast
conditions. Brood production in
2023 was lower than last year.
However, more counties were

2024 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department
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open for a two-week fall season
due to a higher spring gobbler
harvest than last year.

Districts one and four increased
their harvest over 2022, with the
others showing a slight decline.
District four had the highest har-
vest (229 birds), followed by
District three (215), District one
(165), District two (142), District
six (119) and District five (111).

Counties with the most harvests
were Nicholas County (57 birds),
Greenbrier (46), Monroe (43),
Randolph (42) and Fayette (32).
These counties, except Fayette,
had a four-week season.

Austin Davis has a 12 point Nich-

olas County buck. Photo courtesy of
WYV Wild Outdoors in Birch River.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience Items
Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV



HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV's Largest Tackle Store

Rapala * Molix ¢ X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King ¢ Berkely * Storm
13 Fishing * KW « Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel « Bandit « 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner  Jackall  Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC ¢ Cabin Creek * Bio Bait * Bass Pro ¢ Live Target « AAT
Goggan * Lunkerhunt ¢ Sufix * Lucky Strike » Reaction * KVD « Rage
Zoom * FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp * Seagar * P Line * & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories « Clothing

Trapping and much more!
OPEN - 7 Days A Week

OVER | |LINE REELS
4,000
RODS

RODS: AVORITE - LEW’S
CASHION - BERKLEY
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX TROUT

PENN - DAIWA

L I VE BA I T COOLERS PLASTICS

Minnows e Worms e« Mealworms

220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES
CRANKBAITS SMUTTY DOG - LEOPARDIS CRANE
- TYRANT - JH BAIT - BITE BACK

Just Outside Of Parkersburg  JONES - HUGHES RIVER - BOGGS
COBB’S - MYERS - LLUNGEN
13520 Emerson Ave. RED OCTOBER - HOTTAIL & MORE
Williamstown, WV 26187

OnRT.2

Ohio River Outdoors LLC 304_9 16_1800
On Facebook 3.3 MilesFrom | 77 Emerson Ave Exit
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FREE ONLINE Every 6 Weeks www.WVasportsman.net

Winter Rabbit Hunting Advantages

In winter hunting, rabbit is one
of the small game animals that
are most hunter’s favorite. Winter
rabbit has its advantages and dis-
advantages. Hunters always have
queries in regard to how they can
know more about winter rabbit
hunting, improve their hunting
skills, and hunt more rabbits in a
day. Why rabbit season is in the
winter?

There are several reasons when
winter is considered as rabbit
season. Rabbit like cottontails is
easily visible in the white snow
and thus winter gives your rabbit
hunting experience easy, fun and
exciting. Rabbit like Snowshoe
hares can be difficult to spot on in
the white snow because they have

Haidon Thompson used a bow in
Mason Co. for his 10 point buck.

Cindy Little enjoyed bagging a
nice whitetail buck.

white pelt but eventually they can
be spotted though because they
are comparatively large in size.
Snowshoe produce more meat
and so preferable by the hunters.

Some prefer winter rabbit hunt-
ing because the cold killed off
rabbit infestation with fleas, sick-
ness, diseases, or parasites. But
this problem can also be solved
if you, after killing (hunting) the
rabbits, let their body cool down
for several hours. Since fleas need
a warm body, so cooling down the
rabbits dead bodies will cause it
free from fleas
What happens to rabbits in the
winter?

In winter the rabbits are weary
from being hunted by humans and
other animal predators like house
cats and bobcats on the ground
and by hawks, owls and other
feathered predators from the sky.

The rabbits make creative hid-

continue to page 22

e A/IC

e TV - DVD

e Barbecue Grill

e Large Porch Area

e Great View Of Lake
e Fully Equipped Kitchen
Including Dishwasher

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

- Easy Access

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

Jan/Feb 20 ~ Page 20



LaIn-onn

AGRICULTURAL AND
COMMERCIAL BUSINESSES GET

3-YEAR COVERAGE

PLUS A

$2,000 REBATE

ON 2023 CAN-AM
DEFENDER MODELS

4 8re Brano \ \CLTD

A 108 Chemistry Drive/ 5 Lane

ELKINS, WV
26241

304-636-7732 . elkinsmotorsports.net

©2023 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc. Offers valid in the
U.S.A. only between November 1, 2023, and January 31, 2024. The conditions may vary depending on your location and this offer is subject to termination or change at any time without notice. This offer is not
refundable, exchangeable or transferable (including from one dealership to another), cannot be redeemed for cash, credit or other products of equivalent value and cannot be combined with any other offer or
rebate. Null where prohibited by law. While supplies last. tGet 3 years of coverage on 2023 Defender models: Eligible units are new and unused 2023 Can-Am Defender models. Consumers purchasing a Defender
model are entitled to receive a 12-month BRP limited warranty plus a 24-month B.E.S.T. coverage and consumers purchasing. The warranty is subject to the exclusions, limitations of liabilities, and all other terms
and conditions of BRP's standard limited warranty contract, including without limitation the exclusions of damages caused by abuse, abnormal use or neglect. B.E.S.T. service contract is subject to a $50 deductible
on each repair. For complete details, please see the BRP limited warranty and the B.E.S.T. contract at an authorized BRP dealer near you. Offer may not be combined with certain other offers. While quantities last.
BRP recommends that all ATV-SxS drivers take a training course. See your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887 (USA) or the Canadian Safety Council at 1-613-739-1535 (Canada). ATVs and SxSs
can be hazardous to operate. Never exceed the ATV-SxS's passenger capacity. All adult-model ATVs are meant to be used by drivers of age 16 and older. Carefully read the vehicle's operator’s guide. Follow all
instructional and safety material and observe applicable laws and regulations. ATVs and SxSs are for off-road use only; never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. For your safety, the operator and passenger(s)
must wear a helmet, eye protection and applicable protective clothing. Always remember that riding, alcohol and drugs don’t mix. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful
on difficult terrain. Always ride responsibly and safely. See your authorized BRP dealer for details and visit www.can-am.brp.com.
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304-269-6330 B&B PAWN SHOP

HUNDRED.

OF GUNS
STOCKED

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

PAWN - BUY
SELL - TRADE

e Musical Instruments
e Furniture
e Glassware
¢ Electronics

WE BUY ESTATES

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET

ALUM BRIDGE, WV

NEW & USED

GUNS
_AMMO_

ing place to hide in winter because
there is a lot of lacking of vegeta-
tive covering during winter. Some
rabbits change color to blend in
white and gray winter landscape.
In winter, Rabbits also stay put
and do only necessary movement
in cold weather to conserve ener-
gy.

What do rabbits eat in the winter
time?

In winter, rabbit’s diet routine
changes. Natural vegetation food
supply run out as consumed by
other rabbit or wild animals.
Plants like clover, tender young
plants, berries and vegetables
will no more or difficult to find
because of snow. In such rough
weather, wild rabbits generally

Henry Bonetti bagged a nice 9
point buck in Raleigh County.

eat woody plant parts including
the birch, willow, oak trees, twigs,
bark and buds of trees and bushes.

In some States, in winter sea-
son, rabbits lives in brushy areas
near agricultural fields. From that
agricultural field, they eat waste
grains, soybeans, corn, wheat,
and sorghum.

Rabbits sometimes also eat snails,
moths or other insects. They are
cecotropes in nature so they eat
their own feces.

In winter, when you think about
your pet rabbits you must keep
the same diet what they use to
have all year round but the con-

continue to page 24

Join NOW!

Lick Run Hunt Club is located in Webster County, West
Virginia and encompasses over 8000 acres near the community
of Hacker Valley. The Club is home to deer, turkey, bear and
squirrel. Our members are invited to stay and camp and enjoy
the many activities within the Club as well as the surrounding
areas. Lick Run Hunt Club emphasizes the outdoor experience
in a private setting with beautiful mountain scenery.

The annual membership fee is $50000 and includes
everyone in your immediate family, living at home,
under the age of 22.

* Year Round Camper Space & ATV use.
* Nearby Fishing Opportunities. Family Fun.
To Join The Club For 2024 Contact:
(304) 688-8336 Myron Boggess mboggess@pffwv.org

An Application Form Is Also On Our Website

www.lickrunhuntclub.com
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM ~ West Vs trgestyara sae s crampinshi

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he I-‘e ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made 304-269-7328

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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sumption quantity will differ. In
cold weather, rabbits will normal-
ly consume more Pet food to gain
more fat which eventually keep
them warm. You must feed your
rabbits the same amount of qual-
ity pellets, vegetables and fruits
as they use to have all year round.
You make sure your rabbit’s wa-
ter has not been frozen or become
too cold for it to drink.
What time of year are rabbits
most active?

Rabbits are active all year round.
That is why the hunters hunt and
eat rabbits all year round. Besides,

Joe Posey, from Burnsville, shot
an 8 point whitetail buck.

Roy Neal hunted in Fayette Co.
for his quality 10 point buck.

in most States Rabbits are not
considered as game, thus there is
no hunting season for Rabbit.

Since rabbits are simple prey for
owls, hawks, eagles, falcons, and
wild dogs, they apparently less
active during full moon because
in full moon light predators can
easily spot them.

Rabbits are crepuscular in na-
ture. It means they are mostly ac-
tive at dusk and dawn.

What time do rabbits come out at
night?

Rabbits sleeps in day, around
6 to 8 hours per day. As a cre-
puscular animal Rabbits mainly
come out during sunset and sun-
rise. Since rabbits are nocturnal
in nature, their favorite playtime
is night and they generally come
out at night around 8 p.m. They

do that because they sleep hours
continue to page 26

Remington - Winchester - Weatherby - Browning < Rossi

PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Park Center

RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

- Savage

GUNS & AMMO

. Iyosue.4

NEW BIGGER
STORE NEXT DOOR

CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
* BARNETTE « BEAR ¢ KILLER

MATHEWS « HOYT « BEAR

INSTINCT
COMPOUND BOWS BY:

It's FISHING seaon

Stop By For Tackle
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LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT
SAFES - KNIVES

Ruger - Glock - Benelli

Auaqi - yvy3 - ullepy - yoslzeag .- abnoy . Biagssoy - A1usH - 43N

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
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1-800-447-7697

3437 Beverly Pike Elkins, WV. 26241

MANUFACTURERS

JAYCO

GRAND DESIGN

FOREST RIVER

PUMA

WILDWOOD

COACHMEN

SUNSET RV

NO BOUNDARIES

PASSPORT

WINNEBAGO

OPEN RANGE

CFMOTO

SPARTAN

IRON HORSE
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in day and awake at night. So, do
rabbits sleep at night? The answer
is no.

Are rabbits more active at night?

Yes, they are more active at night.
As mentioned earlier, Rabbits as
nocturnal game animal sleeps in
day for hours and play at night
in their den or in pet home. Wild
rabbits come out in sun down
and first light just to be safe from
predators.

Some prefers hunting in snow in
compare to early season because
in winter you can track rabbits
foot step in the snow. Moreover,
in extreme cold weather rabbits
are bound to take shelter from the
rough weather, that makes them
simple to find and less likely to
disappear in the wild.

Where is the best place to hunt
rabbits?

You must know that, depending
on the kind of rabbits, these rab-
bits can be found various places.
Generally top locations in find-
ing Rabbits is places with highly
dense cover. You can find cotton-

Mathew Metz shot a 389 pound

black bear. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

tails and swamp rabbits in gnarly
tangles of briars, thorns, brush
piles, honeysuckle patches, fall-
en treetops, cane brakes and other
forest cover. They look for these
places to hide because coyotes,
foxes and birds of prey hardly
reach them in those places.

Furthermore, deserted estates,
old logs and dead trees, mainly
those where the trunk is still root-
ed providing food for skimming
rabbits is also great places to look
for.

Rabbits stay tight in those hiding
places unless almost stepped on to
them or evicted by a rabbit dog.
If you have good rabbit dogs, you
will have high chance of killing
more rabbits.

In winter hunting, when the

ground is covered with snow,
continue to the next page

Advertise In The
W.Va. Sportsman
® FREE Online
~ Low Rates ~
Details On Page 3

Levi Britton, from Pt. Pleasant,
has a tall racked buck.

Crosshows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning « Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro * Mike’s * Joe’s Flies » Berkley 7 Days A Week

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

5AM to 9PM

Minnows » Wax Worms

Night Crawlers & More

LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Locally Owned

WE BUY LAND
AND
MINERAL RIGHTS

304.623.LAND

TenmileLand.com

search for rabbit tracks that lead
to good hiding places and reveal
no sign of leaving. Then hunt the
hiding places around thoroughly.
Are rabbits less active in winter?

No, Rabbits are not less active in
the winter. They are not uncom-
fortable in cold weather so they
don’t need to hibernate. They reg-
ularly look for food sources all
over the winter to remain warm
and alive.

These rabbits are not generally
visible in winter because they are
solely active on dusk and dawn.
They come out this time because
the weather is gentle and less
light outside which eventually de-
creases their possibilities of being
hunted by a predator.

Do wild rabbits have babies in the
winter?

Yes, wild rabbits have babies
in the winter. In general, rabbits
breeding season is in late fall.
When the temperature falls they

start to breed from early October
to December. In the off-season
they avoid mating with each oth-
er and blissfully coexist without
brawling.

But some research showed that
around 30 percent of Cottontail
rabbits survive winter. It may
seem less but cottontail rabbits
breed February-September and
their breeding rate is so high. A
female rabbit can make up to 6
litters per year with 1-8 babies per
litter.

Raylin Colvin hunted in Marshall

Cole Collins archery hunted in

Co. for her 10 pt. Photo courtesy of Wyoming County. Photo courtesy Randi Myers caught a nice small-

Tyler Outdooe Supply in Middlebourne.

of Hardcore Hunters in Grafton.
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State Record Blue Catfish

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— The state record for the largest
blue catfish by weight has been
broken for the fourth consecutive
year, Governor Jim Justice and
the West Virginia Division of Na-
tional Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced today.

On Dec. 8, Michael John Drake
of St. Albans, WV, caught and
released a blue catfish weigh-
ing 69.45 pounds and measuring

Bass Sportsman
2024

ENTER AT
THE RAMP
TOURNAMENTS

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7AM.TO 4 PM. FORALL
* 6 FISH LIMIT
» OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES

OPEN TO ALL TEAMS

INFO: 304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com

Burnsville Lake
April 28
Stonewall - Vandalia
May 26
Sonewall - Vandalia
June 23
Stonewall - Vandalia
July 21
Stonewall - Vandalia
August 18
Stonewall - Vandalia
September 29

50.51 inches. Drake was fishing
using cut shad from his fishing
boat on the R.C. Byrd Pool of
the Ohio River near Gallipolis.
Drake’s record fish was measured
by WVDNR hatchery manager
Ryan Bosserman.

The previous record blue catfish
of 67.22 pounds and 50.70 inches
was held by Steven Price.

Anglers who believe they have
caught a potential record-break-
ing fish should report their catch
to the WVDNR for verification.
Fish that do not qualify as a state
record may still qualify for a
trophy citation. For more infor-
mation, visit wvdnr.gov/fishing/
state-records.

The new state record catfish is
featured on the cover this issue.

Two bucks apparently were
locked up fighting near my prop-
erty this season. As you can see,
they fell roughly 25 feet and died.
One was a ten point and the other
was an 8 point. The electric com-

pany found them on a work job.
Jan/Feb 2024 ~ Page 28

14th Annual

Stonewall
Classic

$ 1 y 00 0 Ist Guaranteed

September
14& 15

$125 Entry + $10 Daily Big

Bass = $145 Total Cost
No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

VANDALIA RAMP

7AM - 4PM Both Days
* 20% Of Teams Win Money

* 6 Fish Limit Al CAN BE OVER 18"
* Complete Rules Given At Event

Mail In $20 To Hold Boat Number
Pay The $125 CASH Balance At Ramp

Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

304-482-7217

One Phone #

Partner

Lewis County
Visitors Bureau
Lodging Info:
304-269-7328

Wright’s Riverside Marine

Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850




36th
Annual

West Virginia
Hunting and Fishing Show

January 19-20-21 2024

Friday 12 Noon to 9 PM
Saturday 9 AM to 9 PM
Sunday 9 AM to 5 PM

Charleston Convention Center

West Virginia Whitetall Hall ef Fame
Loetion - B PIU Seturdeyy

Adult Admission $12.00
Children Under 12 FREE
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Elk River Trout

Stocking Announced

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Gov.
Jim Justice today announced that
additional trout stockings were
made to the Elk River in Web-
ster County this November and
December as part of a recently
announced pilot program to eval-
uate the economic impact of trout
stockings to the area.

The West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources stocked trout
on the Elk River and Back Fork of
Elk River catch and release sec-
tion once in November and once

Bobby Spears reeled in a huge
white bass.

Rodger Myers hooked a big large-
mouth at Stonewall Jackson Lake.

HANK'S DISCOUNT & PRWN SHOP

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP

NEW & USED GUNS ¢ FISHING - AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

in December.

“These additional trout stock-
ings are a testament to our world-
class hatchery program, which
has made West Virginia one of
the premier trout fishing destina-
tions in the globe,” Gov. Justice
said. “As a lifelong angler my-
self, I can confidently say that
there’s never been a better time
to cast a line in Almost Heaven.
Not only will you experience the
thrill of reeling in a trout in our
crystal-clear streams, but you’ll

also be supporting the local econ-
omy in Webster County, too. So,
grab your gear and plan a fishing
trip with friends and loved ones,
especially with the added fishing
options during the fall and winter
months.”

The WVDNR currently manag-
es and operates seven cold-water
hatcheries where rainbow trout,
golden rainbow trout, brook trout,
brown trout, and tiger trout are
raised. To provide anglers with

continue to the next page

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden * Super Duper - Strike King
Berkley - Mepps - Owner - Zoom - Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw - Daiwa
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare * St. Croix * Zebco - Case

Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon < Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies * Musky Tackle ¢ Marine Products
1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Crab Orchard, WV

PSE Bear

Hoo Doo

Killer Instinct Barnett 5y aks
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200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities

Cabins With Jacuzzis R
Stocked Trout 6‘\ 8
Tube Rentals \\6,
Cable TV 6‘\

<\

S
D\
US Rt 33

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

an opportunity to catch more than
one species of trout, the WVD-
NR will stock multiple species of
trout in the catch and release sec-
tions of the Elk River in Webster
County.

Located near Webster Springs,
the Elk River, and Back Fork of
Elk River catch and release sec-
tion are within a short drive of
lodging, restaurants, shops, and
other outdoor adventure des-
tinations, such as Holly River
State Park, Big Ditch Lake Wild-
life Management Area, and the
Monongahela National Forest.
For more information about area
attractions, visit wvtourism.com.

Stacy Hart, from New Milton, set
the hook on a big largemouth.

Financing Available

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

GROVE MARINE

~Your Full Service Dealer ~

304-547-5044

7 MILESEAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

For more information about
trout stocking on the Elk River in
Webster County, anglers are en-
couraged to check the 2023 West
Virginia  Fishing Regulations
Summary. The WVDNR also
posts trout stocking updates on-
line at WVdnr.gov/fish-stocking.

All anglers 15 years and older
are required to have a West Vir-
ginia fishing license, trout stamp
and a valid form of identification
while fishing for trout. Licens-
es and stamps can be purchased
at 175 retail locations across the
state or online at WVfish.com.

Jamal Casto hooked a largemouth
bass at a farm pond.

FREE Online - wwwwvasportsman.net

4876 Route 152

www.rodgersmithmarine.com

Skeeter
South Bay

Yamaha
Honda

Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487
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Fun Hunting Facts

1. The practice of hunting has
been ingrained in human civiliza-
tion for approximately 3 million
years, starting with archaic hu-
mans, and has endured ever since.
2. Upon the discovery of early
evidence showcasing our human
ancestors’ hunting endeavors, it
became evident that the inclusion
of meat in their diet brought about
significant changes, including the
increase in skeletal size.

3. African Hunting Dogs take de-
mocracy to a whole new level.
They hold a vote to decide wheth-
er to embark on a hunting expe-
dition or chillax, where the dom-
inant animals in the pack only
require around 3 votes, while the
subordinate dogs need approxi-
mately 10.

4. Native Americans held such
deep reverence and fear for griz-

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

Danner
Lacrosse
Vortex

Camo Clothing ¢ Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment

Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels

Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

zly bears that hunting them neces-
sitated a group of 4 to 10 warriors,
who meticulously prepared for
the hunt with ceremonial rituals
akin to intertribal warfare.

5. In 1859, Thomas Austin, an
English settler in Australia, in-
troduced a mere 24 rabbits onto
his property, believing that their
presence would have negligible
impact and might provide a sense
of familiarity and an opportuni-
ty for hunting. However, by the
1920s, the rabbit population had
skyrocketed to 10 billion.

6. In 2014, Namibia generated
over $350k through an auction
that granted the right to hunt a
single endangered black rhino.
This specific rhino was beyond its
breeding age and posed a threat
to the rest of the herd. The funds
raised were subsequently allocat-
ed to protect other endangered an-
imals.

7. Attention, Texas parents! Fail-
ure to fulfill child support obli-
gations in Texas can lead to the
denial of hunting license renewal.
8. In an unusual incident in Be-
larus, a fox managed to shoot its

Paxton Lantz used a compound

bow for a wide rack 10 point buck.
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Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 [N\ A:1\I)

hunter. As the hunter attempted to
dispatch the fox using the butt of
his rifle, the fox unintentionally
pulled the trigger with its paws,
resulting in the hunter being
wounded in the process.

9. The U.S. Post Office offers a
mandatory $25 stamp for duck
hunting, with the proceeds con-
tributing to conservation initia-

continue to page 34

Zac Alderman’s Cabell County
buck has extra long tines.
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LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES - FINANCE - PARTS « SERVICE
www.leesonsmotors.com 320 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

tives.

10. The Burkitshi, a nomadic
hunting community in Mongolia,
capture golden eagles at the age
of four and train them as hunting
companions. They form a deep
bond, living and sleeping along-
side the eagle for ten years, before
eventually releasing it back into
the wilderness prior to its natural
demise.

11. Back in the 1800s, bison hunt-
ing wasn’t just about filling up the
fridge—it was a sneaky tactic to
mess with the American Indians’
dominant food supply

12. Those cunning hunters hopped
on trains, took aim at herds of ma-
jestic bison, and then left them to
rot where they fell.

13. Following their participation
in an anti-hunting campaign, a

Jon David MacKnight harvested a
nice Mason County 8 point buck.

Jason Wayne took a nice Braxton
County bow buck.

(304)

CRISS SALES & SERVICE

472-1474

; OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Husqgvarna
Shindaiwa
& More

Lawn & Garden

CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carbon Crosshow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

couple of PETA members found
themselves involved in a collision
with a deer. Subsequently, they
took legal action against the New
Jersey Game Department, assert-
ing that their deer management
program was responsible for the
incident.

14. Surprisingly, the Nazis were
fervent advocates for animal
rights, actively working to curtail
hunting activities and combat an-
imal cruelty. Notably, Goring, a
self-professed animal lover, im-
plemented bans on vivisection
(making Nazi Germany the first
country in the world to do so) as
well as the practice of shoeing
horses.

15. The Australian boomerang,
continue to page 36

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

Gasoline LIVE
BAIT

Diesel
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2

g

= 304-472-513
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now widely recognized as a pop-
ular toy and souvenir, originated
as a tool specifically designed for
hunting purposes.

16. Ever wondered why skilled
marksmen are called “snipers”?
Well, buckle up for this feathered
fun fact! The term actually orig-
inated from hunters who were
masters at shooting a particular
bird called a Snipe.

17. Hunting continues to play a
crucial role for individuals resid-
ing in regions where agriculture is
impractical or highly challenging,
such as the rainforests of South
America or the jungles of South-
eastern Asia.

18. When it came to ensuring a
prosperous hunting season, the
Aztecs took things to a whole new
level. They worshipped Mixcoatl,
the god of hunting, and believed
that human sacrifices were the
key to his favor. Yep, you heard
that right.

19. During the Middle Ages, hunt-
ing was like a VIP club exclusive
to the rich and powerful. Forget

MaKaylah Bishop hunted in Mer-
cer County with a crossbow and
bagged a great 13 point buck.

Send in your 2023 buck pics. A

form is on page 38.

about your average Joe grabbing a
bow and arrow and venturing into
the woods. No, no! Hunting as a
sport was a privilege reserved for
the aristocrats who owned private

lands.

20. In Africa, the most sought-af-
ter trophy animals among hunters
are lions, followed by elephants
and leopards.

oVER 200 VENDOR BOOTHS

Sports Equipment
Fishing Tackle & Bait

Tractors, Trailers & Trucks

Campers & RVs
Boats & Jet Skis
Motorcycles & ATVs
Camping Gear

wvoutdoorsportsshow.com

VENDOR BOOTH SPACE AVAILABLE - Call 304-554-3905

Saturday 10 am to 7 pm
Sunday 10 am to 4 pm

Admission
Adults $12
Kids 6 to 12 $5
Under 6 FREE

presented by:

JOIN THE FUN!

Hunting Supplies
Sporting Clubs
Guns & Knives

Outfitters
Game Calls
Charter Boats
Taxidermy
and Much More!
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WV Monster Trout

Contest Winners
CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Gov.
Jim Justice today announced the
winners of the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources’ second
annual Monster Trout Contest.

“I want to congratulate our Mon-
ster Trout Contest winners for
reeling in the catch of a lifetime
and extend a special thank you to
all of the anglers who went fish-
ing this fall,” Gov. Justice said.

continue to the next page

The Oliverio’s had great success
catching a couple of golden trout.

Kaylee Bower, from Fairdale,
used a muzzleloader for a tall
tined 11 point with a strange tine.

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING

TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED
DEER PROCESSING

6522 Tyler Highway

SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175
304-758-2150

FISHING TACKLE

On facebook.com/mountainsidewv

ww.mountainsidewv.com

Jan/Feb 2024 ~ Page 36




“As a lifelong angler, I am so
excited to see West Virginians,
especially kids, get excited about
the outdoors and enjoy our state’s
incredible streams and exciting
fishing opportunities.”

The seven lucky anglers each
caught a tagged monster trout,
which were stocked during the
WVDNR’s two weeks of fall
stockings in October. Those
stockings included more than
35,000 pounds of trophy-size
trout weighing 1-2 pounds and
6,500 pounds of monster trout
weighing 3—6 pounds.

Anglers who caught a tagged
monster trout had until Novem-

Jamie Holbrook, from Hyndman
PA, won the Monster Trout event.

Josh Gant used a bow in Wirt Co.
for a monster drop tine 13 point.

ber 17 to submit a photo of their
catch with the tag number to win
a weekend cabin stay at a West
Virginia state Park or Cabela’s
prize package.

2023 West Virginia Monster Trout
Contest Winners

Jamie Holbrook — Hyndman, Pa.

(Grand Prize Winner)
James Moran — White Sulphur
Springs, WV

Louie Nickelson — Romney, WV
Paul Phillips — Fairmont, WV
Victoria Appold — Petersburg,
\VAY

Jeffrey Myers — Aurora, WV

The Bobcat
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TR. Hathaway says: * Try using Power Bait for hooking more trout”
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